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v The master heard Prokhor to the end without interruption
vand then said:
" You've got no reason to insult me, soldiers I This is a
question to be settled to mutual satisfaction, and there's
no point in swearing and cooling note off. What are you
""bawling for, cossack ? D'you think it's money I'm talking
of ? I wasn't thinking of that sort of extra at all. What
I meant was that perhaps you'd got some extra equipment,
a rifle say, or a revolver,,.". It's all the same to you whether
you have them or not. But in these times it's a whole
fortune to us. We've got to have weapons to guard the
house with. That's what I was getting at. Give me back
the money you offered, and add your rifle into the bargain,
and we'll shake hands on it. Leave us your sick woman;
we'll look after her as though she was one of our own family,
I give my oath on it."
Gregor looked at Prokhor, and said quietly;
4  " Give him my rifle and cartridges, then go and harness
up.... Aksinia wl stay.... God be my judge, I cannot
carry her on to her death,"